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 I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem.

 And I applied my heart to seek and to search out

by wisdom all that is done under heaven.

It is an unhappy business that God has given

to the children of man to be busy with.

12

13

Ecclesiastes 1:12-13 (ESV) (p.1/5)
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 I have seen everything that is done under the sun,

and behold, all is vanity and a striving a�er wind.

 What is crooked cannot be made straight,

and what is lacking cannot be counted.
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Ecclesiastes 1:14-15 (ESV) (p.2/5)
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 I said in my heart, “I have acquired great wisdom,

surpassing all who were over Jerusalem before me,

and my heart has had great experience

of wisdom and knowledge.”

16

Ecclesiastes 1:16 (ESV) (p.3/5)
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 And I applied my heart to know wisdom

and to know madness and folly.

I perceived that this also is but a striving a�er wind.

17

Ecclesiastes 1:17 (ESV) (p.4/5)
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 For in much wisdom is much vexation,

and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.

18

Ecclesiastes 1:18 (ESV) (p.5/5)
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The words of the The words of the The words of the TeacherTeacherTeacher,,,

son of son of son of DavidDavidDavid, king in Jerusalem, king in Jerusalem, king in Jerusalem

Ecclesiastes 1:1 (NIV)Ecclesiastes 1:1 (NIV)Ecclesiastes 1:1 (NIV)
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Behold, I give you a Behold, I give you a Behold, I give you a wisewisewise and discerning mind, and discerning mind, and discerning mind,

so that none like you has been so that none like you has been so that none like you has been beforebeforebefore you you you

and none like you shall arise and none like you shall arise and none like you shall arise a�era�era�er you. you. you.

1 Kings 3:12 (ESV)1 Kings 3:12 (ESV)1 Kings 3:12 (ESV)

Ryan HuttonRyan HuttonRyan Hutton
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When Solomon was old his When Solomon was old his When Solomon was old his wiveswiveswives

turned awayturned awayturned away his heart a�er other gods, his heart a�er other gods, his heart a�er other gods,

and his heart was not and his heart was not and his heart was not wholly truewholly truewholly true to the Lord his God to the Lord his God to the Lord his God

So Solomon did what was So Solomon did what was So Solomon did what was evilevilevil in the sight of the Lord in the sight of the Lord in the sight of the Lord

and did and did and did notnotnot wholly follow the Lord, wholly follow the Lord, wholly follow the Lord,

as as as DavidDavidDavid his father had done. his father had done. his father had done.

1 Kings 11:4,6 (ESV)1 Kings 11:4,6 (ESV)1 Kings 11:4,6 (ESV)

Los Angeles. Edwin AndradeLos Angeles. Edwin AndradeLos Angeles. Edwin Andrade
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I applied my I applied my I applied my heartheartheart to seek and to  to seek and to  to seek and to searchsearchsearch out out out

by by by wisdomwisdomwisdom all that is done  all that is done  all that is done under heavenunder heavenunder heaven...

Ecclesiastes 1:13 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 1:13 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 1:13 (ESV)
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If any of you lacks If any of you lacks If any of you lacks wisdomwisdomwisdom, let him , let him , let him ask Godask Godask God,,,

who gives who gives who gives generouslygenerouslygenerously to all without  to all without  to all without reproachreproachreproach,,,

and it will be given him.and it will be given him.and it will be given him.

James 1:5 (ESV)James 1:5 (ESV)James 1:5 (ESV)
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Have I considered

if Iʼm on

the right path?
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I have seen everything that is I have seen everything that is I have seen everything that is donedonedone under the  under the  under the sunsunsun,,,

and behold, all is and behold, all is and behold, all is vanityvanityvanity and a striving a�er wind. and a striving a�er wind. and a striving a�er wind.

What is What is What is crookedcrookedcrooked cannot be made straight, cannot be made straight, cannot be made straight,

and what is and what is and what is lackinglackinglacking cannot be counted. cannot be counted. cannot be counted.

Ecclesiastes 1:14-15 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 1:14-15 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 1:14-15 (ESV)

Claudio TestaClaudio TestaClaudio Testa
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“If you add all the hundreds of billions of dollars

that have been spent in this war on drugs,

[had we not] spent one nickel in the last 25 years

the situation would not be any better or any worse.

It had absolutely no e�ect, it was wasted money.”

Michael Levine, former DEA station chief
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What does man What does man What does man gaingaingain by all the  by all the  by all the toiltoiltoil

at which he toils under the at which he toils under the at which he toils under the sunsunsun???

A generation goes, and a generation comes,A generation goes, and a generation comes,A generation goes, and a generation comes,

but the but the but the earthearthearth remains forever. remains forever. remains forever.

Ecclesiastes 1:3-4 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 1:3-4 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 1:3-4 (ESV)

Gulf of Mexico. NASAGulf of Mexico. NASAGulf of Mexico. NASA
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But the But the But the day of the Lordday of the Lordday of the Lord will come like a thief, will come like a thief, will come like a thief,

and then the and then the and then the heavensheavensheavens will  will  will pass awaypass awaypass away with a roar, … with a roar, … with a roar, …

and the and the and the earthearthearth and the  and the  and the worksworksworks that are done on it that are done on it that are done on it

will be will be will be exposedexposedexposed...

2 Peter 3:10 (ESV) (p.1/2)2 Peter 3:10 (ESV) (p.1/2)2 Peter 3:10 (ESV) (p.1/2)
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Since all these things are thus to be Since all these things are thus to be Since all these things are thus to be dissolveddissolveddissolved,,,

what what what sort of peoplesort of peoplesort of people ought you to be ought you to be ought you to be

in lives of in lives of in lives of holinessholinessholiness and godliness, and godliness, and godliness,

waitingwaitingwaiting for and hastening for and hastening for and hastening

the coming of the day of God!the coming of the day of God!the coming of the day of God!

2 Peter 3:11-12 (ESV) (p.2/2)2 Peter 3:11-12 (ESV) (p.2/2)2 Peter 3:11-12 (ESV) (p.2/2)
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What projects of mine

have been chasing a�er

the wind?
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And I applied my And I applied my And I applied my heartheartheart to know  to know  to know wisdomwisdomwisdom

and to know and to know and to know madnessmadnessmadness and  and  and follyfollyfolly...

I perceived that this also is but a I perceived that this also is but a I perceived that this also is but a striving a�er windstriving a�er windstriving a�er wind...

Ecclesiastes 1:17 (ESV) (p.1/2)Ecclesiastes 1:17 (ESV) (p.1/2)Ecclesiastes 1:17 (ESV) (p.1/2)

Brandi ReddBrandi ReddBrandi Redd
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For in much wisdom is much For in much wisdom is much For in much wisdom is much vexationvexationvexation,,,

and he who increases knowledge increases and he who increases knowledge increases and he who increases knowledge increases sorrowsorrowsorrow...

Ecclesiastes 1:18 (ESV) (p.2/2)Ecclesiastes 1:18 (ESV) (p.2/2)Ecclesiastes 1:18 (ESV) (p.2/2)
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Be not overly Be not overly Be not overly righteousrighteousrighteous,,,

and do not make yourself too and do not make yourself too and do not make yourself too wisewisewise...

Why should you Why should you Why should you destroydestroydestroy yourself? yourself? yourself?

Be not overly Be not overly Be not overly wickedwickedwicked, neither be a , neither be a , neither be a foolfoolfool...

Why should you Why should you Why should you diediedie before your time? before your time? before your time?

Ecclesiastes 7:16-17 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 7:16-17 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 7:16-17 (ESV)
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It is good that you should take hold of It is good that you should take hold of It is good that you should take hold of thisthisthis,,,

and from and from and from thatthatthat withhold not your hand, withhold not your hand, withhold not your hand,

for the one who for the one who for the one who fears Godfears Godfears God

shall come out from both of them.shall come out from both of them.shall come out from both of them.

Ecclesiastes 7:18 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 7:18 (ESV)Ecclesiastes 7:18 (ESV)
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For the word of the cross is For the word of the cross is For the word of the cross is follyfollyfolly

to those who are to those who are to those who are perishingperishingperishing,,,

but to us who are being saved it is the but to us who are being saved it is the but to us who are being saved it is the power of Godpower of Godpower of God...

Where is the one who is Where is the one who is Where is the one who is wisewisewise? Where is the ? Where is the ? Where is the scribescribescribe???

Where is the Where is the Where is the debaterdebaterdebater of this age? of this age? of this age?

Has not God made Has not God made Has not God made foolishfoolishfoolish the wisdom of the world? the wisdom of the world? the wisdom of the world?

1 Corinthians 1:18,20 (ESV)1 Corinthians 1:18,20 (ESV)1 Corinthians 1:18,20 (ESV)

Aaron BurdenAaron BurdenAaron Burden
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For the For the For the foolishnessfoolishnessfoolishness of God is  of God is  of God is wiserwiserwiser than men, than men, than men,

and the and the and the weaknessweaknessweakness of God is  of God is  of God is strongerstrongerstronger than men. than men. than men.

1 Corinthians 1:25 (ESV)1 Corinthians 1:25 (ESV)1 Corinthians 1:25 (ESV)
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What does it mean

to be wise?
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For the For the For the foolishnessfoolishnessfoolishness of God is  of God is  of God is wiserwiserwiser than men, than men, than men,

and the and the and the weaknessweaknessweakness of God is  of God is  of God is strongerstrongerstronger than men. than men. than men.
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Devos: Ecc 3 (Sun), 11 (Mon)Devos: Ecc 3 (Sun), 11 (Mon)Devos: Ecc 3 (Sun), 11 (Mon)

Find a Find a Find a quietquietquiet, undistracted spot, undistracted spot, undistracted spot

SettleSettleSettle your heart,  your heart,  your heart, praypraypray to be receptive to Godʼs Word to be receptive to Godʼs Word to be receptive to Godʼs Word

ReadReadRead straight through: reactions, questions straight through: reactions, questions straight through: reactions, questions

Re-read, now Re-read, now Re-read, now deeperdeeperdeeper: context, xrefs, word study: context, xrefs, word study: context, xrefs, word study

Outline? Outline? Outline? WhyWhyWhy is this passage in the Bible? is this passage in the Bible? is this passage in the Bible?

What does God want to What does God want to What does God want to communicatecommunicatecommunicate???

Re-read, now Re-read, now Re-read, now slowerslowerslower: pause, silence, listen: pause, silence, listen: pause, silence, listen

What is God saying to What is God saying to What is God saying to youyouyou???

PrayPrayPray your response to God your response to God your response to God

Re-read straight through to Re-read straight through to Re-read straight through to retainretainretain it it it
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1. Have I considered if Iʼm on the
right path? 

2. What projects of mine have been

chasing a�er the wind? 

3. What does it mean to be wise?

(Jam1:5)

(2Pet3:10-12)

(1Cor1:18-25)
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